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 FROM  Los Angeles  AGE  15
 GO - GET TER  Homeschooled by actor/musician parents, Eilish 
(pronounced “eye-lish”) was taking dance classes and singing 
in the Los Angeles Children’s Chorus by 8 years old. With 
help from her older brother Finneas , a budding producer, she 
wrote her own songs for choreography. “I was always singing. 
People had to shut me up,” she says. “I’m still like that.”
 BREAKTHROUGH  She began to make moves at 13 with the 
moody “Ocean Eyes,” which she uploaded to SoundCloud to 
share with her dance teacher. The song went viral overnight 
and now has over 19 million Spotify plays. “Everything 
came to me at once,” says Eilish, who signed to Darkroom/

Interscope in November 2016. “I just beamed [with] joy.”
 RULE-BENDER  “I hate the idea of genres,” says Eilish, whose 
August debut EP, dont smile at me, draws from trap, hip-hop 
and grunge. “I don’t think a song should be put in a category.” 
The approach is working: The set peaked at No. 20 on 
Billboard’s Heatseekers Albums chart and earned Twitter co-
signs from Charli  XCX and Tove Lo .
 ON TAP  Eilish is on tour to promote her EP, with hopes of 
eventually launching a clothing line and directing music 
videos. “People ask me what I want to have accomplished in 
10 years,” she says. “What I say is, I don’t want to have taken 
all of this for granted.” —TATIANA CIRISANO

BILLIE EILISH: GLOOM POP’S TEEN PRINCESS
U P  N E X T

There was a minute where I 
thought, ‘Is this over?’ ” recalls 
Darius Rucker of the mid-
2000s, when the success of his 

alt-rock band Hootie & The Blow fish 
was winding down. “Then I made the 
decision to come to Nashville.”

That was more than nine years ago, 
and today, the 51-year-old is one of 
country’s biggest stars: 
This past June, Rucker 
snagged his seventh 
Country Airplay No. 1 
with “If I Told You,” the 
first single off his album 
When Was the Last 
Time (Oct. 20, Capitol 
Nashville). Rucker’s 
genre-hopping second 
wind has helped him 
expand into acting (with a recent role 
on Hawaii Five-O) and sports (last 
November, he became a partner in 
the MGC Sports agency). But his 
new music still focuses on the more 
humble, down-home side of his life 
as a husband and father of two in 
Charleston, S.C., where his family has 
lived for generations. Says Rucker, “I 
write what I know.”

Your new single “For the First Time” 
mentions dancing to R.E.M. Why them?
It was a shout-out to the time when 
that was all I did: listen to R.E.M. 24 
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hours a day. They’re my favorite band 
of all time, aside from The Beatles . I’m 
good friends with [R.E.M. bassist] Mike 
Mills; we had dinner a couple of weeks 
ago, and I was like, “Dude, I was going 
to ask you to play bass and sing on 
that song.” He said, “Dude, I would’ve 
done it.” I was so mad at myself. I’d 
love to get all of them on a song — I’m 

 definitely going to 
make that happen.

On “If  I  Told You,” 
 written by Shane 
McAnally and others, 
you sing, “Sometimes 
I  lose my faith.” Has 
that ever happened?
Oh goodness, yes. 
Probably right before 

I came to Nashville. We’d been doing 
Hootie for so long. I thought, “Maybe I 
just don’t have it anymore.” I lost faith 
for a little [while], but my wife helped 
me get it back. [This is] one of those 
songs where I sing it like I wrote it, 
because I feel every word.

You sang the national anthem when 
the Miami Dolphins played the New 
Orleans Saints on Oct .  1 .  How did you 
feel about players kneeling?
It saddens me that we’ve gotten to 
a point where the two-and-a-half 
minutes I think we all should be 

unified we’re so separated. But I 
understand exactly what the NFL 
players are saying. I’ve been stopped 
[by police] so many times — just for 
driving a nice car, basically. I’ve got 
cousins and brothers and nephews 
and friends who can tell a million 
stories. America is so divided right 
now — it’s a sad, sad time.

Did you know anyone at the Route 91 
Har vest festival in Las Vegas?
Jason Aldean is one 
of my best buddies 
in Nashville. It just 
destroys me. My 
heart goes out to 
those people — they 
lost someone by 
going to a music 
concert. Jason was 
onstage when this 

‘Guns Have Never Been 
Part Of My Music’
Country staple Darius Rucker chimes in on an America more 
divided than ever — and his genre’s role in the conversation

Rucker will 
release 

his sixth 
solo studio 

album on 
Oct. 20.

happened. He’s going to have to deal 
with that the rest of his life and career. 
He was up there living his dream. That 
affected me a lot.

Do you think countr y music’s 
 relationship with guns should
be re - examined?
I’m not going to sit here and say that. 
That’s the best part about country:  
that you can do whatever you want. 
There are people who want to keep 

glorifying [guns],  
and they have the 
right to do it, so I’m 
not going to say they 
should or shouldn’t. 
[Guns have] never 
been a big part of  
my music — and 
[they’re] definitely  
not going to be. 

“I hate the idea of genres,” says 
the up-and-coming singer.

“I’ve been 
stopped [by 
police] ... for 

driving a 
nice car.”
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Miami Dolphins players kneeled during 
Rucker’s national anthem on Oct. 1.


