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From left: Josh Kiszka, 
Jake Kiszka, Sam 
Kiszka and Wagner 
at Le Parc Suite Hotel 
in West Hollywood. 
For an exclusive video 
of Greta Van Fleet 
discussing its origins, 
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GRETA VAN FLEET
The Michigan foursome takes fans 
on a “safari” with its latest hit
By Tatiana Cirisano 
Photographed by Sami Drasin

High school musical
Kiszka brothers Sam (bass), Jake 
(guitar) and his twin Josh (vocals) 
grew up on the sounds of Bob Dylan 
and The Who. It wasn’t until high 
school that they began writing tunes 
of their own and staging garage 
jam sessions with drummer Danny 
Wagner after class. “We started 
looking at each other, going, ‘This  
is something pretty substantial,’ ” 
says Jake, 21.

Their debut EP was actually 
inspired by a campfire
The band’s hometown of 
Frankenmuth, Mich., is known for 
picturesque creeks, farm fields 

and the nearby skiing destination 
Yankee Springs, where they took 
winter vacations as kids. It inspired 
their double EP From the Fires, 
out Nov. 10. “We would go under 
the creek, have [campfires], catch 
crawfish,” says Sam, 18. Adds Jake: 
“At night, we’d have a fire going and 
would sit around and tell stories.”

They have a whole lotta love for 
Led Zeppelin
Vocalist Josh has drawn 
comparisons to Robert Plant with 
his husky howl — but Jake says 
he didn’t know his brother had 
such chops until the band’s first 
jam session a few years back. “We 

looked at each other and kind of 
stopped,” recalls Jake. “That was 
kind of a chilling moment — I knew 
he could sing, but not like that.”

They’re pushing to make 2018  
“the age of rock’n’roll”
Lava Records CEO Jason Flom 
signed the band on the spot in March. 
It has since charted two tracks on 
Mainstream Rock, collecting five 
weeks at No. 1 with “Highway Tune”; 
“Safari Song” is heading for the top 
20. With rock songs by Portugal. 
The Man and Imagine Dragons in 
the top 10 of the Billboard Hot 100, 
Sam states: “We’re living in the 
resurgence of rock.” 
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