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CHART
BREAKER
DISCOVERING NEW TALENT SINCE 1894(!)

No. 2
on Billboard’s  

Dance Club  
Songs chart

AVA MAX
The 24-year-old vocal powerhouse 
delivers with “Sweet but Psycho”
By Tatiana Cirisano 
Photographed by Shelby Goldstein

Vision of fame
The daughter of Albanian immigrants, Ava 
Max (born Amanda Ava Koci) practiced 
English by singing along to Mariah Carey 
songs (mainly “Vision of Love”) as a fifth-
grader on her car ride to school in Virginia. At 
14, when she started winning local singing 
competitions by hitting high notes that 
impressed even her mother, a trained opera 
singer, she realized her budding talent could 
grow into something bigger. “My mom said, 
‘There’s nothing for you here,’ ” and with that, 
her family moved to Los Angeles.

She struggled locally...
For three years, Ava Max was unable to break 
into the Los Angeles scene. But her luck 
changed when she sang “Happy Birthday” 
to producer Cirkut (Miley Cyrus , Katy Perr y) 
at a dinner party and he was blown away. 
He and Ava Max soon released a demo on 
SoundCloud that caught the attention of 
Atlantic, which signed Ava Max in 2017. 
Last October, Full Stop Management’s 
Jeffrey A zoff and Tommy Bruce signed her 
as a management client. She credits her 
immigrant background for her perseverance: 
“You learn to be strong from the get-go.”

...but broke through across the globe
In 2018, Ava Max released the singles 
“My Way” and “Not Your Barbie Girl” and 
collaborated with David Guetta and Jason 
Derulo. But it’s “Sweet but Psycho,” her sticky 
pop hit about embracing every side of your 
personality, that earned her mainstream 
attention — it reached No. 1 in 15 countries 
and No. 36 on the Billboard Hot 100. 
“Everybody has dualities to them,” she says, 
a concept that also inspired her signature 
asymmetrical hair, which she cut herself.

Native flair
Ava Max is set on bringing the same spunk 
of “Sweet but Psycho” to her live shows in 
2019. She has taken a few acting classes in 
preparation — “People need an experience,” 
she says. “That’s what I’m trying to bring.” 
As for her upcoming full-length debut, due 
midyear, expect a song with Albanian woven 
in. “This whole album is really who I am. That’s 
how people are going to relate to me.” 

Ava Max photographed 
Jan. 15 at Society Room at 

Conservatory in Los Angeles. 
Watch an episode of You 

Should Know about the singer 
at billboard.com/videos.
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